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Dear Family and Friends, 

 2014 has been a year of many challenges and blessings for the Bacons and we wanted to catch you up to speed in our annual letter…which is 

just under the wire in time for Christmas. 

 Allen is doing well.  He continues with AFLAC, but his main heartbeat has been a wonderful Life Care Counseling class he and I(Dar) 

have been involved with at our church, The Summit, here in Kernersville.  Both of us have completed the course and will begin counseling those who 

come to our church for help in January.  Many who come are not a part of any church family so this is quite an exciting adventure for us. Al has also 

begun to marry, bury and visit within our church family.  This has helped the itch to be back in ministry and we are so thankful for God’s faithfulness 

in using us wherever we go. 

 I (Darleen) am still working at ITW Texwipe in customer service.  I was hired on June 2nd full time after being a temp for seventeen 

months. This has been a huge blessing since when I went in for all my annual exams I was diagnosed with Crohns and had to have surgery for other 

lady problems almost as soon as my medical insurance took hold.  After surgery I had complications like I always do with blood clots and UTIs 

ending with a hospital stay for extreme dehydration and acute renal failure.  Since then, things seem to be on the upswing. God knows best and I have 

been working with a special diet for the Crohns and have an appointment with an integrative medical specialist in 2015 to see if we can’t get this behind 

me.In my spare time I love crocheting hats and baby blankets, making paper beads and beaded bracelets.  I have my own Etsy page and would love 

for you to like my Facebook Tabithadarleen page! 

 Christine and Mark had an eventful year.  Last spring they moved in with us in order to look for a job in the area.  They spent seven 

months with us (eight of us in a two bedroom apartment) which was quite a feat! Lol  It was such a wonderful time having Chris here during my 

surgery and recovery and then with my new diet…figuring that all out.  Mark found a wonderful job back up in VT at Cabot Creamery and they 

moved back the first part of September.  We miss them so much; but are so excited for Chris to be able to be home with the kiddos and Mark to be back 

in the work world and enjoying his new position.  

      
NC Zoo – Russells  Evie & Miles – Halloween  Miss Evie   Miles of Smiles! 

Mark and Christine Russell – 156 Pearl Street, Apt. 2,St. Johnsbury, VT  05819, 603-991-2104 



The Bacons ~Allen~Darleen~Jonathan~The Russells~Mark~Christine~Evelyn~Miles~The Mackies~Cameron~Carolyn~Hayden~                            

The Bacons~Benjamin~Amanda~Noah~Caleb~The Bacons~Daniel~Sonya~Arianna~The Kings~Joseph~Candy 

 

 Carolyn was married to Cameron Mackie on May 17th of this year in a beautiful lakeside ceremony where Allen had the privilege of 

pronouncing them husband and wife.  Cameron is a welcome addition to our family…a very caring and considerate man who is just what God ordered 

for our Carolyn.  Hayden is in second grade and growing up so much.  He decided to take his father’s last name this fall since mommy’s name is now 

different so he is now Hayden Christopher Jackson.  We love having Hayden near us since the other grandchildren are so far away.  He spends some 

time with Grammy and Papa and enjoys going to church with us when he can….and of course, we LOVE that! 

 

        
The Mackies  Hayden-2nd grade     Mackie wedding Coke commercial    Cousins being silly in Gram’s hats 

Cameron & Carolyn Mackie,  491B Springbrook Drive, Kernersville, NC 27284, 336-382-2969(Cam), 336-929-0075(Carolyn) 

 

 Ben and Amanda are doing wonderfully in PA.  Ben still works for the Pennsylvania Counseling Services and has gone back to classes so 

that he can be groomed for his boss’ job.  They welcomed little Caleb Lawrence into the family on June 5th. Big brother Noah loves him to pieces.  

Amanda is still able to stay home with her little family.  She has begun her own home business called “Measurements By Amanda” with some sweet 

growth rulers and home decorating items.  Check them out on Facebook! Ben gets the chance to preach off and on at his church and occasionally at a 

friend’s church from Seminary. He is very active in doing the Spartan Races and has completed quite a few …always striving to better his best time. 

 

       
 The Bacon Family          Noah and Caleb           Amanda and Caleb             Ben and his boys 

Ben & Amanda Bacon, 3039 Friedensburg Road, Reading, PA  19606, 610-207-6961 (Ben) 610-858-0355(Amanda)  

 Daniel and Sonya are doing well in Northern Ireland.  Little Arianna just celebrated her first birthday.  Dan works right in town at a 

pizza place where he gets to practice his joy of cooking.  They are both active in their church Disciples Point.  You can check out their ministry and like 

their page at DiscipleNI on Facebook.  We sure do miss these guys, but are so proud of what they are doing in NI and are hoping before too many 

years go by that we can meet our sweet granddaughter.   

 

                  
  The Northern Ireland Bacons Arianna reading    Arianna       1st birthday gift from Gram and Gramps 

Dan & Sonya Bacon, 19 Monaghan St., Milford, Co. Armagh, Northern Ireland BT60 3NY, 02837525684 
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 Candy and Joseph continue to live with his folks in an effort to save money for their own place.  Joe continues in his business “The Yard 

Nerd”and Candy has started her own home business which resells items from Goodwill, Yard Sales and Salvation Army on Ebay.  Her store is Wild 

Things and you can check her out here: http://stores.ebay.com/nonumberid?_rdc=1.Candy is knee deep in ministry at her church as a youth leader and 

in the nursery. She and Joe have a great group of friends at their church and spend a lot of time having fun together. 

       
Joe and Candy  Dad and Candy at NC zoo “spider-a-phobia”    Dad and Candy           Joseph and Candy 

Joe & Candy King,5420 Brittainywood Road, Kernersville, NC 27284,  336-972-1788 (Joe)336-944-5204(Candy) 

  

 Jon has been busy in his sophomore year at Forsyth Technical Community College.  He is hoping to finish one more semester and then 

transfer out to somewhere with more chance for specializing in his field.  His big craziness this year was his new Celtic Cross tattoo.  Lol  Jon has a 

group of friends he hangs with and has gotten close to a young lady, Mariah, who we are enjoying getting to know.  He’s been a trooper in all the 

chaos this year and has even been Mom’s taxi ride to the hospital several times. 

        
Jon going to a wedding Jon at the Mackie Wedding  Candy and Jon still best friends      Jon’s tattoo 

Jonathan Bacon, 1366 Claxton Ridge Drive, Kernersville, NC 27284, 336-257-9241 

  

 So as you can see it’s been a busy and wonderful year for our family.  As we’ve grown closer to an empty nest…we’ve found things a bit 

lonely…but God is bringing things into our lives to fill them up and make them filled with purpose. 

 Al and I often talk of our “old friends” and the family we don’t see often…and wish the miles were fewer…but we know that when we get 

to eternity there will be plenty of time to love and enjoy one another.  May you and yours have a blessed holiday remembering Jesus and His sacrifice 

for us…not only the sacrifice of his death and resurrection on the cross at Easter…but even the sacrifice of coming to earth at all.  I can’t imagine 

living in Heaven and giving up what He did for us! 

 If you are far from Jesus this Christmas season on His birthday…our prayers are that you would sense His presence and seek Him with all 

your heart.  If you are near to Him…spend time with Him…bask in His glory and His love for you.  We love you all and wish we could connect more 

often than once a year. May your 2015 be filled with His goodness and blessing to you and yours!  

 

Lovingly and with blessings, 

    Al and Darleen – and the brood the Lord has given us 

     1366 Claxton Ridge Drive, Kernersville, NC  27284~336-257-9384(Al), 336-257-9136(Dar) 


